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NERC’s Next Generation Scholarship Fund is just one of
multiple conversations the group is having on the topic of
diversity, equity and inclusion. | Lightspring/Shutterstock

Leaders at the Northeast Recycling Council recently explained
how they’ll use a new scholarship fund to help boost racial
diversity in the next generation of recycling industry professionals.

The Northeast Recycling Council (NERC) announced the launch
of its Next Generation Scholarship Fund, which will pay for
college students to attend NERC conferences. The fund’s goal is
to support diversity, equity and inclusion.

NERC sees the new fund “as a way to build the number of young
people and people of color who are potentially entering into our
industry,” said Mary Ann Remolador, NERC’s assistant director
and event organizer.

For NERC’s spring conference, a virtual gathering that was held

The latest recycling industry news

MRF operator: Lithium-ion batteries are
‘ticking time bombs’
The city of Tulsa, Okla. was forced to redirect
its residential recycling stream to a waste-to-
energy plant after an improperly discarded
battery sparked a blaze at a local MRF.

Curbside commodity prices increase
across the board
MRFs are enjoying higher prices for scrap
paper, plastic and metal bales this month, with
notable increases for OCC, PET and HDPE.

Our top stories from March 2021
Readers last month were drawn to articles
covering export data, federal and state
legislative developments, market pricing and
more. The list below shows our top stories
published in March in terms of unique page
views. 1 | Surprise rise: Paper and plastic
exports up to start 2021 Exports of U.S. scrap
paper and plastic increased in January 2021
compared with 2020, despite China’s exit from
the recovered paper market and new Basel
Convention regulations on plastic shipments. 2
| Federal plastics proposal returns Two
members of Congress have revived the Break
Free From Plastic Pollution Act, which includes
a national container deposit system and other
sweeping changes. Representatives from the
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March 30-31, Remolador tried a new approach to recruiting
college students who may be interested in attending. In the past,
NERC has tended to approach specific schools, such as
environmental science schools, that produce a pipeline of young
people who enter the recycling industry, she said.

For the spring conference, Remolador reached out to historically
Black colleges and universities, including Virginia State
University, where over 93% of undergraduate students are
Black/African American, according to the National Center for
Education Statistics. A contact at Virginia State referred NERC to
seven students, three of whom ultimately attended the
conference.

Remolador discovered that their areas of study were distinct from
environmental science. “Instead, they were interested in learning
more about recycling because of how it somehow integrated into
their programs that they were studying,” she said.

For example, a physical education student, recognizing that a
clean environment feeds into people’s physical health, wanted to
understand why large amounts of litter in the community he’s from
aren’t being recycled, she said.

In the future, Remolador plans to continue reaching out to
contacts at various historically Black colleges and universities to
recruit students for scholarships, she said.

NERC leaders also hope to inject more money into the
scholarship program, which will pay for travel expenses when
events return to in-person formats post-pandemic. NERC has
given conference attendees the option to pay a little more for their
registrations to generate money for student scholarships, and
Remolador said they plan to continue offering that fundraising
strategy.

But Lynn Rubinstein, NERC’s executive director, said she is also
asking the group’s board of directors to direct more money to the
scholarship program in the fiscal 2022 budget. Her goal would be
to have 10 students attend conferences on scholarships,
Rubinstein said.

The Next Generation Scholarship Fund is just one of multiple
conversations the group is having on the topic of diversity, equity
and inclusion (DEI). The NERC conference last fall included a
plenary session covering racial justice in the industry, and NERC
is reaching out to other organizations as it works to develop a DEI
training program for industry professionals.

And later this month, NERC will hold an online roundtable

plastics industry have countered the push. 3 |
Can this deposit-like system fly in Texas?
Legislation being considered in Texas would
create a program injecting tens of millions of
dollars into the recycling system each year
while also paying consumers to return plastic
bottles, cups and film. 4 | Most curbside
recyclables see significant price increases
Prices for a slew of curbside recyclables –
OCC, UBCs, PET, HDPE and PP – all surged
last month, bringing good news for MRFs. 5 |
Haulers enjoyed recyclables prices in 2020
Higher commodity prices boosted recycling
revenues for Waste Management, Republic
Services and North America’s other largest
haulers last year, according to earnings
reports.  

State awards grants to boost recycling
North Carolina will help pay for projects to
improve the recycling of fiber, plastics, metals,
construction and demolition debris, organics
and more.

Exporter: Malaysian case provides some
Basel clarity
A high-profile scrap plastic shipment from the
U.S. to Malaysia was accepted after the
importing country’s government said it
contained clean, sorted material. The situation
demonstrates the complexities in interpreting
new plastic shipping regulations.

Q&A: Why OCC will be in high demand as a
‘global commodity’
Recycled paper mill operator DS Smith
predicts strong growth in corrugated
packaging, long after the initial impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic have passed, the
company’s head of recycling said.

How do outreach efforts impact different
households?
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discussion between its advisory and board members to learn
what their organizations are doing to support DEI. Dozens of
advisory board members have said they’ll participate.

Rubinstein said there’s so much vibrancy on the topic, it’s almost
like someone “pulled the cork out of the dam.”

“People are really excited about this,” she said.

More stories about industry groups

Unilever invests in fund that acquires recycling companies

An evolving position

SWANA tallies 52 industry on-the-job deaths last year
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Education campaigns may improve curbside
recycling practices for residents who produce
average or low amounts of contamination, but
they may not impact the worst offenders,
according to new research.
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